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Alleluia! Christ is Risen!

Last week in bible study, by the way you should check it out, we are studying the book of Mark and we were
talking about traditions. In chapter 7 the Pharisees and scribes were criticizing the disciples for eating with
“defiled hands” (dirty hands). The Pharisees and Jews did not eat unless they thoroughly washed their hands,
observing a tradition of the elders. One of the questions I posed to our study group was, “how have you and/or
St. John’s, adapted rituals, traditions, and other practices for new situations? What rituals, traditions, or
practices have not been adapted that you think should be, and why?” I also pose this question to all of you and
invite you into conversation.

In our discussion of traditions, we didn’t necessarily identify any that have been “adapted” at St. John’s but we
did get to talking about bell ringing. And at the risk of sounding cheesy, everyone lit up when we started talking
about bells in church, in particular, the large bell outside our sanctuary. One person said he has noticed we don’t
always ring the bell prior to worship to announce the beginning of worship to come. Upon further discussion we
identified that this may have changed, or gotten forgotten, post covid.

I got excited about this conversation as it brought up the question, for me, about traditions of bell ringing in the
church. How did this ever start and why? What are the traditions or “standards” for ringing the church bells?
Well, of course we know there were not necessarily any bells in Jesus’ day. As a matter of fact, in my travels to
the Holy Land, I do not recall any bells on the older churches. I, also, do not recall a discussion of this in my
seminary days nor did I find anything definitive in my liturgical resources.

So, I did some further research and here is what I’ve learned…
“The use of bells in churches dates back to 400 AD when an Italian bishop named Paulinus of Nola introduced
bells as part of Catholic church services. In 604 AD, Pope Sabinian officially sanctioned the ringing of church bells
during worship. Specifically, Pope Sabinian introduced the custom of ringing church bells during the celebration
of the Eucharist and to announce times of daily prayer called the canonical hours. By the early Middle Ages,
church bells were common in Europe.” 1

Use of bells in worship became more common worldwide. Here are some of the most common reasons for use
of the bells.

● I’ve always wondered why you hear a bell in the Catholic service at the time of the Words of Institution.
Turns out it is believed that is the moment Jesus enters or becomes the bread and wine, which we do
not practice.

● To usher in the beginning and/or ending of a worship service
● To recognize a special event at the church such as a wedding or funeral
● In small villages, and even sometimes today, the bells are rung for the number of years old of

the deceased. Sometimes this could identify, in a community, who had passed.
● Used to acknowledge the beginning or end of a time of prayer
● Don’t forget, the ushering in of Christmas Day (“I heard the bells on Christmas Day…”) or Easter

Morning!
● As Psalm 100 reminds us, to “Make a Joyful Noise!” You will hear handbells or chimes for music or used

in other ways in worship.

So be paying attention to the bells that give notice to different things happening in the church and in the world.

Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! Let the bells ring!

Pr. Stacy

1 https://www.christianity.com/church/what-is-the-origin-and-purpose-of-church-bells.html

https://www.christianity.com/church/what-is-the-origin-and-purpose-of-church-bells.html


Greetings!

For Christmas, my boss gave me the book, “The Boy, the Mole, the Fox, and the Horse”
by Charlie Mackesy. It’s an illustrated book about a curious boy and his adventures
with- you guessed it - a cake-obsessed mole, a wary fox, and a gentle horse. As they
wander through the wild sharing truths about life, they speak of kindness, courage,
hope, love and friendship. Each page is a wonderful message as they all learn from
each other. While I can’t pick one message as my favorite, I’m
sharing one that I want all of us to be mindful of: “What is the
bravest thing you have said?” asked the boy. “Help” said the
horse.

For many of us, asking for help -- whether it’s because we
believe it is easier or faster to do it ourselves, no one else will do it
as good as we can, no one will want to help, it will make us
appear weak or incapable, or we are just that stubborn -- is a
struggle. The truth is that asking for help when we need it shows
strength, self-awareness, and bravery. God doesn’t expect us to
do everything ourselves or handle everything on our own. When
you need help, ask! Most often, others are happy to help.

Likewise, it is ok to say “No.” About 10 years ago, Nelda
Bolenbaugh reached out to ask if I would be part of the welcome desk rotation. I hemmed &
hawed, not wanting to say no, but also knowing I already had a lot going on. I was a Sunday
School teacher, regularly served as a reader & helped with communion. And, in full disclosure, I
am not a morning person -- just getting to St. John’s by 9am was a challenge. Yet, the thought of
saying “No” made me queasy. Sensing my unease, Nelda said, “Sara Beth, it is ok to
say no.” As I was still unable to voice the words, Nelda said, “Sara Beth, say no.” And I
finally did. And you know what, not only was it a relief; it was ok. Nothing fell apart or
was ruined because I said no. Others – I don’t know who, but I truly appreciate them –
stepped up and said yes.

Whether you are the one who is asking for help or being asked to help, the one saying
no or the one receiving a response of no, show grace. No one can do it all and none of
us should expect someone else to do it all. Let us always be kind, giving, and forgiving.
So I end with one final quote from the book: “Always remember you matter, you’re
important, and you are loved, and you bring to this world things no one else can.”

Sara Beth Holman



Income & Worship Attendance Summary March, 2024

Actual Current
Month

Budget Current
Month

YTD Actual YTD Budget YTD Actual vs
Budget

Total Offerings $14,380.78 $12,350.00 $36,775.68 $37,050.00 ($274.32)

Total Revenue $15,793.03 $12,350.00 $44,451.96 $37,050.00 $7,401.96

Total Expenses $20,388.57 $18,805.27 $54,475.56 $53,221.81 $1,253.75

Profit/Loss
Net Cash
Increase/(Decrease)

($4,595.54) ($6,455.27) ($10,023.60) ($16,171.81) $6,148.21

Average Weekly Attendance for March (In-person attendance only) 112

Please feel free to contact the church office for a complete financial report.

2024 Council Information:
Sara Beth Holman- President, Stewardship Liaison Curt Anschutz- Building & Grounds Liaison
Tracey Krumrei- Vice President Michelle Marchand- Outreach Team Liaison
Shellie Virtues- Secretary Amy Spaude
Barb Dorn-Financial Secretary, Technology Team Liaison Betty Stevens- Outreach Team
Pastor Stacy Malzhan Rob Urbaniak- Youth & Education Team Liaison

Building & Grounds Meeting Schedule Change:
Building & Grounds will now meet the first Sunday of each month following Worship.



Youth & Education

Sunday School
Sunday School takes place following Worship until 11:00 am
every Sunday. Children ages 3 and up are welcome to attend!
Children are always welcome to bring a friend as well! Please
see Miss Karie if you have any questions.

~The LYO is open to all Teens ages
6th through 12th Grades~

Breakfast Club
Saturday, June 8, 2024

LYO Bible Study
Sunday, May 12th
Sunday, June 9th
Following Worship in the LYO Room downstairs

Confirmation (Now Called Club 9!)
3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, May 5, 2024
Sunday, June 2, 2024

Introducing VBS 2024~
SCUBA!

Save the Dates
7/15/24~7/19/24
8:00 am - Noon

Register Here→





ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN THE FUN!!!!
This is a party for the ENTIRE Congregation!



Family Ministry Outings

Get your tickets TODAY!!!!
From Nikky Urbaniak: “I'm excited to announce our very first in-person fundraiser! Grab your family and friends
and join us for a fun night! Come on out for a baseball game and support Dolly Parton's Imagination Library -
Little Suamico! On Thursday, June 13th, we'll be heading out to cheer on the Rockers at Capital Credit Union
Park. Tickets are $15 and include a hat! A portion of the proceeds from each ticket will go directly into funding
books for children right here in our community! All donations stay local. You MUST use the link below or the QR
code for the special pricing...Dolly Parton's Imagination Library should show up on your ticket information in your
cart. We hope to see everyone there!
http://tinyurl.com/2ceswads

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2F2ceswads%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1sNjryEL2PwiyJvtFOljiI0G774H91INh3Y00O-AdQ5MJVinfFd2Vbg1A&h=AT30UwEJhaCXQVg-l5ZG37K3XGvrEZvcjUS-NVTb8SDlZCO7U7IAbUH9eDDzPW56uHdyGnW7t8duqhECLCz0flqRUEzQruotb6ZFY_ldO1BP9KwvOi6iVI2YI6SlNDde0ijD&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT2GMlo8QImCVZsEaaxrZgV-WVXft2F-EipmPNYDV9GCPDLeJ4vaX4DI8SfB1oZWbNbA2HCZ3JZSNVF8BUhwt7YhqlXJ3bMGt9Klt2EGKNhBxftdYJFo3gGorIriG7LNMowL3wVj13Qx_LfLvzZIvz6QMe0Vub3PxK5KomTzRXkhWaxEz_5t


Sign up in the Narthex no later than May 5th

Or Contact Karie in the Church Office







Here is the link for the Graduate Information Form:
https://stjohnlittlesuamico-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/stjohnsls_stjohnslittlesuamico_org/EY
WCmT1LxVJLogcMYJyUz18BOGSxG0xhnRgqqLA-bSVh3A?e=L4iulQ

https://stjohnlittlesuamico-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/stjohnsls_stjohnslittlesuamico_org/EYWCmT1LxVJLogcMYJyUz18BOGSxG0xhnRgqqLA-bSVh3A?e=L4iulQ
https://stjohnlittlesuamico-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/stjohnsls_stjohnslittlesuamico_org/EYWCmT1LxVJLogcMYJyUz18BOGSxG0xhnRgqqLA-bSVh3A?e=L4iulQ




In our Community



May 2024
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
11:30am,
Brown Bag
Bible Study

2 3
Office Closed

4
6pm
AA Meeting

5
8:00am, EOF Rehearsal

9:00am
Worship Service

10:15am
Building & Grounds Meeting
Fellowship Hour
Sunday School
WELCA Meeting

3:00-6:00pm
Club 9

6

5:30pm
Worship Team
Meeting

7
10:30am
Gentle Fitness
Class

5:30pm, VBS
Leaders Meeting

6:30pm
Council

8
11:30am,
Brown Bag
Bible Study

9 10
Office Closed

11
WELCA Spring

Event

6pm
AA Meeting

12

9:00am, EOF Rehearsal

9:00am
Worship Service

10:15am
Fellowship
Sunday School
LYO Bible Study

13 14

10:30am
Gentle Fitness
Class

15

11:30am,
Brown Bag
Bible Study

16 17

Office Closed

18

11:00am,
Baby Shower

6pm
AA Meeting

Synod Assembly

19
Baccalaureate Sunday
Celebration Sunday

7:30am, Auction Team
9:00am
Worship Service

10:15am
Fellowship in the
Sunday School Wing

20

6:00pm
IRS Book Club

21

10:30am
Gentle Fitness
Class

22 23

Articles for
Newsletter Due

24

Office Closed

Bent Grass
Family Ministry

Outing!

25

6pm
AA Meeting

26

9:00am
Worship Service

10:15am
Fellowship

27

Office Closed

28

5:30pm
Y&E Team

29 30 31

Office Closed





Service in the Church

January
Roger & Eunice Redlin

February
Nancy Valentine

Jessy & Jacqueline Haid
Jim & Joni Holtz
Bill & Kay Kissinger
Keith & Karen Kolstad
Bruce & Jan LaSota

Megan Raymaker
Sam & Brenda Walkowiak
Keith Werner
Janet Wiegman

Eric & Mary Ellen Hansen
Lorna Koch

Michelle Marchand
Nancy Moes

Bev & Dennis Possley
Renee Possley
George Zahorik

March
John & Mary Warren

April
Curt & Sindi Anschutz

Ashley Bloom
Len & Diana Brickett
Doug & Jenn Cassel
Scott & Tammy Kissinger

Dennis & Peg Mueller
Paul & Terri Poradek
Erin Willis

Mike & Beth Babik
Paul Delzer

Tim & Julie Eichman
Darrin & Alyssa Evans

Vic & Sandy Heitzkey
Mark & Joanne Risso

Shari Seidl
Rick & Nikki Yedica

May
Doug & Helen Malueg

June
Pam & Tracey Krumrei

Donn & Marie Behling
Dan & Kelly Deau
Jake & Nicole Dembroski
Shaun & Alana Eder

Brett & Holly King
Tom & Barbara King
Todd & Roxanne Kissinger
Scott & Amy Spaude

Jerry & Sara Arndt
Tina Bergh

Darrell & Carol Brehmer
Dan & JMarie Freis

Arlene Giese
Pam Giese

Ralph & Judith Kleczka
Fran Koski

Desiree Kozlovsky
Lisa Rosenberg
Rick Rosenberg

July
Bill & Lee Hoeft

August
Tim & Karen Heimerl

Tim & Brenda Bloom
Brian & Natasha Chapman
Nick & Kim Dunks
Jan Francies
Janet Heider
Bruce & Betsy Russell

Kevin & Wendy Smith
Kathie Surges
The Urbaniak Family
Larry & Lynne Wirtz
Jenny Yakes

Clayton & Brenda Kutska
Robert & Melissa Luedtke
Riley & Chuck McDermid

Darrell & Chris Naze

Ken & Susy Pagel
Chad & Kelly Stellmacher

Greg & Tammy Yager
Ken Yost

September
Duayne & Pat Rosenberg

October
Dave & Ginny Burkart

Pat Bastian
Travis & Renee Falkowski
Stephanie Hakkila
Jim & Brooke Hilbert

Todd & Sara Beth Holman
Steve & Angie Larsen
Larry Schmidtke
Dave Zimmerman

Joe & Lauri Cahoon-Draus
Bill Foster

Rob & Nancy Gleffe
Bill & Kelly Heier

Michael & Kim Mahr
Peggy Miller-Ponschock

Susan Mittelstaedt
Bob & Linda Slaby

November
Pat & Shellie Virtues

December
Jerry & Michelle Cooper

Peggy Bennett
Dennis & Dawn Brouillard
John & Dawn Demeny
Doris Fleck

Julie Kroupa
Sharon Schultz
Betty Stevens
Brian & Anne Virtues

Andy & Barb Dorn
Robin Schmit Dorn

Roger & Cheryl Lambert
Tom & Chris Lemke
Tim & Karie Peters

Tyler Sager
Diana Sefcik

Mark & Barbara Seiltz
Beth Wentz

Thank you to our April 2024 Service Group!



Please let Karie Peters know if you would like to join any Worship Assistant rotations for upcoming services.

Faithful Servants for May
Worship Assistants are Needed for May Services.

Please see the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.
Sunday
May 5

Sunday
May 12

Sunday
May 19

Sunday
May 26

Sunday
June 2

Acolyte Brayden
Possley

Zach Steber Needed Rayce Kissinger Needed

Communion
Assistants

Shellie Virtues
Brayden
Possley

Two Needed

Chris Naze
Zach Steber
JMarie Freis
Dan Freis

Ginny Burkart
Three Needed

Chris Naze
Rayce
Kissinger

Ginny Burkart
One Needed

Nancy Gleffe
Rayce Kissinger
Two Needed

Communion
Steward

Shellie Virtues Chris Naze Helen Malueg Chris Naze Nancy Gleffe

Greeters Two Needed Walkowiak
Family

Dunks Family Two Needed Two Needed

Reader Sindi Anschutz Pamela
Krumrei

Needed Dan Freis JMarie Freis

Scrip
Volunteers

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Susan
Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Susan
Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Susan
Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Susan
Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Susan
Mittelstaedt

Ushers Jerry & Michelle
Cooper Family

John Warren
Lorna Koch

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Dave
Zimmerman

Andy Dorn
John Warren

Tracey &
Pamela
Krumrei

Pat & Shellie
Virtues

Technology Team Barb Dorn Needed Curt Anschutz Easton Eder Sara Beth
Holman

Welcome
Center

John Warren Nancy
Valentine

Lee Hoeft Eunice Redlin Chris Naze

Offering
Counters

Barb Dorn*
Julie Eichman

Doug & Jenn*
Cassel
Betty Stevens

Barb Dorn*
Rob & Nancy
Gleffe

Barb Dorn*
Dave & Ginny
Burkart

Barb Dorn*
Dan* & JMarie
Freis



From the Church Office

Now that the Lighthouse is sent
online, make sure to update your
email with the church so you don’t
miss any of the important
information going out to members.

Please either write your
information on one of the green
cards located in the pews or send
an email to the church office.

All Announcements are
Due to the Office

NO LATER THAN THE
WEDNESDAY PRIOR TO

YOUR ANNOUNCEMENT DATE.

There are PRAYER CARDS in the Narthex beneath the
nametags and in the pews. If you have a special prayer request,
please complete the form and place it in the offering plate or
place it in the office mailbox. Your prayer will be added to the
Prayer List and will remain there for 3 weeks. If you wish to
have the person’s name continue to be listed, you must notify
the church office in writing on a prayer card or by email. Be
sure to let us know when someone may be removed from the
prayer list as well. If you have questions, please contact the
church office.

Please be sure to send your June Lighthouse submissions to the church office

no later than May 23rd. God Bless!


