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“Remember the wonderful works God has done,
the miracles, and the judgments God has uttered,” Psalm 105:5

In the book of Psalms, David and other psalmists remember all the great things the Lord has
done for the people of Israel. In 2023, we looked back on the first 150 years of St. John’s
Lutheran Church of Little Suamico’s history. All the changes this congregation has been through
is remarkable. The building(s) have changed, the activities have changed, the membership and
makeup of the congregation has changed and you have welcomed many different pastors.

To move forward, it is important to look back and give thanks for all the wonderful things the
Lord has done for us. Many of us will start the new year with new goals or new year’s
resolutions, but to be successful the goals should: 1) Start at a time of change, 2) We should
expect obstacles, 3)For more challenging goals we should break down the goal into small
manageable chunks, and 4) Have an accountability partner. Some goals we cannot achieve on our
own. In ministry, we do this work together. It’s not just the pastor doing the work or just the
congregation, it is us together. Think about all the sweat equity put into building the newest
addition of the church. It took EVERY ONE of you.

This congregation always amazes me and this past year is no different. People show up to help
and share their resources. You are a welcoming and inviting people. All the work we do is in the
name of Jesus. God with us!

We have to take stock of what has been. We do not leave it in the past but bring pieces forth.
Grief or sadness that we experienced in 2023, in some cases even before, does not end with the
ball drop in Times Square on New Year’s Eve. All we experience builds and shapes who we are
and where we are going, just like David, just like Jesus’ disciples. We show up in the world as
the people of God and learn of the needs of the people around us.

As part of building my leadership skills I am part of a program called Living Well Leading Well
through www.vibrantfaith.org. There are so many resources available to me, and our congregation as
well, to build up our leadership in our congregation. To be a good leader for you I have to live
well to lead well. I have chosen a word for the year. My word is intentional. I want to be
intentional in all that I do. I don’t want to participate just to participate but I want to be
intentional in my participation while listening to the Spirit moving among us. Sometimes that
means stepping back from other things. I pray you come along side me to be intentional in all
that we do in ministry together. I look forward to remembering the wonderful works God has
done and more importantly, intentionally listening to what God is calling us into.

God Bless You for all you do in God’s name!
Pr. Stacy

http://www.vibrantfaith.org


Greetings Members and Friends of St. John’s,

ELCA Pr. Ted Kunze wrote about the story found in Luke 2:22-40. He relates Jesus was just
another baby brought by his parents for dedication according to the law of Moses. Simeon
and Anna were looking for more. They were seeking a sign of God’s consolation and
redemption for all people. By the Spirit’s guidance these two elders each saw this kind of a
sign in Jesus. Simeon sang, “My eyes have seen your salvation” and Anna “began to praise

God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the
redemption of Jerusalem.”

A new year is beginning and we don’t know what the future holds.
Pr. Kunze writes that sometimes what we notice depends on what
we are seeking. He encourages us, like Simeon and Anna, to look
for signs of God’s activity in the world, and bear witness to God’s
redeeming work.

May we enter 2024 with praise and thanksgiving for the many blessings God has given, and
continues to give us, knowing He walks with us and guides us as we look for signs and bear
witness to His work.

In peace,
Betty Stevens

St. John’s Annual Congregational Meeting Notification



Income & Worship Attendance Summary November, 2023

Actual Current
Month

Budget Current
Month

YTD Actual YTD Budget YTD Actual vs
Budget

Total Offerings $9,513.26 $12,241.67 $124,646.09 $134,658.37 ($10,012.28)

Total Income $12,174.98 $12,241.67 $177,435.08 $134,658.37 $42,776.71

Total Expenses $15,232.47 $15,877.72 $231,556.16 $179,476.62 ($52,079.54)

Profit/Loss
Net Cash
Increase/(Decrease)

($3,057.49) ($3,636.05) ($54,121.08) ($44,818.25) ($9,302.83)

Average Weekly Attendance for November (In-person attendance only) 92

Please feel free to contact the church office for a complete financial report.

2023 Council Information:
Betty Stevens- President Curt Anschutz- Building & Grounds Liaison
Tracey Krumrei- Vice President Barb Dorn- Technology Team Liaison
Shellie Virtues- Secretary Sara Beth Holman- Stewardship Team Liaison
Steve Larsen- Treasurer Michelle Marchand- Outreach Team Liaison
Pastor Stacy Malzhan Rob Urbaniak- Youth & Education Team Liaison





Grandma E’s Mandarin Orange Bars
Shared by Shellie Virtues

Bars:
2 cups sugar
2 eggs
2-15 oz cans of mandarin oranges. Drain the juice from one can. I like to use the “no
sugar added” oranges.
2 1/8 cups flour
2 teaspoons baking soda
1 teaspoon salt
Mix all ingredients together and pour into well sprayed/greased 9x15 jelly roll pan
Bake 30-35 minutes in preheated 350 degrees oven, center rack
(This recipe can be adapted for a 9x13 pan, need to add 2 ¼ cups of flour instead of 2 1/8
cups. Be sure to bake until golden brown as center takes longer: 35-40 minutes)
Frosting:
Softened 8 ounces cream cheese
4 tablespoons softened butter
1 teaspoon vanilla
2 ½- 3 cups confectioners sugar
Add milk (about a tablespoon) to desired consistency of frosting
Frost bars after cooling.
ENJOY!

Christmas Eve Worship at St. John’s



Church Events & Updates
Thank you to all who made this year’s Christmas Program a great success!



Youth & Education

Sunday School
Sunday School takes place following Worship until 11:00 am every Sunday. Children ages 3 and up
are welcome to attend! Children are always welcome to bring a friend as well! Please see Miss
Karie if you have any questions.

~The LYO is open to all Teens ages
6th through 12th Grades~

LYO Breakfast Club
Saturday, January 27th- Oconto Area Humane Society
February Breakfast Club- SYNOD YOUTH GATHERING! See details below!

LYO Bible Study

Sunday, January 14th
Following Worship in the LYO Room downstairs.
February Bible Study- SYNOD YOUTH GATHERING!

Confirmation (Now Called Club 9!)
3:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Sunday, January 7
Sunday, January 28- Annual Congregational Meeting (attendance required)
Sunday, February 4



Music, Entertainment, Prayer, Laughter & Fun– WHERE?
The Upcoming Synod Youth Gathering!!!

Please let Miss Karie know ASAP if your Youth would like to attend! Registration is
open now. Miss Karie will attend with the group for this event. Synod Youth
Gatherings are an INCREDIBLE experience - memories which will last a lifetime!
Join teens from across the state for this fun weekend adventure in Faith!



Family Ministry

There is a sign-up sheet on the table beneath the mailboxes in the Narthex!



We invite you to support our ministry partner, Crossways Camps, with year end gifts by answering God’s
Invitation to Love. Your generosity ensures campers continue to be met with a wide welcome and make

meaningful memories together. Crossways is a powerful faith-centered experience for all!
Visit God's Invitation to Love | Crossways (crosswayscamps.org) to learn more, or scan the QR code above.

In honor of the 150th Anniversary of St. John’s, our noisy offerings were able to
support numerous ministries across the globe!

October- We collected enough to sponsor Nutrition for a Child for One Year! And thanks to the
ELCA Match Program, our gift was matched to feed TWO Children for one year!

November- We collected enough to buy a motorbike for a pastor! And, again, thanks to the
ELCA Match Program, TWO motorbikes were purchased!

December- With only 2 collection dates in December thus far, we have collected $136.70
toward staffing a medical clinic! This will almost cover supplies for 2 weeks ($75/week)- helping

hundreds of people in need of medical treatment!
Our Grand Total Collected through December 27th- $812.60!

https://www.crosswayscamps.org/invitation






Oconto County Commission on Aging Meals

Served every Tuesday at St. John’s
Open to EVERYONE age 60 and over (younger spouses also welcome). NOT Income Dependent.

Please call the office if you would like to join us! (920) 826-7785



Also In Our Church



In our Community



January 2024
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

31 1
Office Closed

2
11:30am
OCCA
Meal Site

3
11:30am
Brown Bag Bible
Study

4
Office Closed
Karie Working
Remotely on
Annual Report

5
Office Closed

6
6pm
AA Meeting

7
9:00am
Worship Service
10:15am
Fellowship Hour
Sunday School

3:00pm-6:00pm
Club 9

8 9
11:30am
OCCA
Meal Site

6:30pm
Council

10
11:30am
Brown Bag Bible
Study

11
Office Closed
Karie Working
Remotely on
Annual Report

12
Office Closed

13
6pm
AA Meeting

14
9:00am
Worship Service

10:15am
Fellowship Hour
Sunday School
LYO Bible Study
WELCA Meeting

15
MLK Day
5:00pm,
Communion Class
5:30pm
Worship Team
Meeting
6:00pm
IRS Book Club

16
Office
Closed

Foot Clinic
11:30am
OCCA
Meal Site

17
Office Closed

18
Office Closed

Articles for
Newsletter Due

19
Office Closed

20
6pm
AA Meeting

OFFICE CLOSED: Miss Karie & Pastor Stacy at an Adult Youth Leadership Conference

21
9:00am
Worship Service

10:15am
Brotherhood Meeting
Fellowship
Sunday School

22
Office Closed

23
11:30am
OCCA
Meal Site

5:30 pm
Y&E
Team

24
11:30am
Brown Bag Bible
Study

25 26
Office Closed

27
LYO Breakfast
Club

6pm
AA Meeting

Miss Karie & Pastor Stacy at Conference

28

9:00am
Worship Service

10:15am
Annual Congregational
Meeting

29 30
11:30am
OCCA
Meal Site

31
11:30am
Brown Bag Bible
Study





Service in the Church

January
Roger & Eunice Redlin

February
Nancy Valentine

Jessy & Jacqueline Haid
Jim & Joni Holtz
Bill & Kay Kissinger
Keith & Karen Kolstad
Bruce & Jan LaSota

Megan Raymaker
Sam & Brenda Walkowiak
Keith Werner
Janet Wiegman

Eric & Mary Ellen Hansen
Lorna Koch

Michelle Marchand
Nancy Moes

Bev & Dennis Possley
Renee Possley
George Zahorik

March
John & Mary Warren

April
Curt & Sindi Anschutz

Ashley Bloom
Len & Diana Brickett
Doug & Jenn Cassel
Scott & Tammy Kissinger

Dennis & Peg Mueller
Paul & Terri Poradek
Erin Willis

Mike & Beth Babik
Paul Delzer

Tim & Julie Eichman
Darrin & Alyssa Evans

Vic & Sandy Heitzkey
Mark & Joanne Risso

Shari Seidl
Rick & Nikki Yedica

May
Doug & Helen Malueg

June
Pam & Tracey Krumrei

Donn & Marie Behling
Dan & Kelly Deau
Jake & Nicole Dembroski
Shaun & Alana Eder

Brett & Holly King
Tom & Barbara King
Todd & Roxanne Kissinger
Scott & Amy Spaude

Jerry & Sara Arndt
Tina Bergh

Darrell & Carol Brehmer
Dan & JMarie Freis

Arlene Giese
Pam Giese

Ralph & Judith Kleczka
Fran Koski

Desiree Kozlovsky
Lisa Rosenberg
Rick Rosenberg

July
Bill & Lee Hoeft

August
Tim & Karen Heimerl

Tim & Brenda Bloom
Brian & Natasha Chapman
Nick & Kim Dunks
Jan Francies
Janet Heider
Bruce & Betsy Russell

Kevin & Wendy Smith
Kathie Surges
The Urbaniak Family
Larry & Lynne Wirtz
Jenny Yakes

Clayton & Brenda Kutska
Robert & Melissa Luedtke
Riley & Chuck McDermid

Darrell & Chris Naze

Ken & Susy Pagel
Chad & Kelly Stellmacher

Greg & Tammy Yager
Ken Yost

September
Duayne & Pat Rosenberg

October
Dave & Ginny Burkart

Pat Bastian
Travis & Renee Falkowski
Stephanie Hakkila
Jim & Brooke Hilbert

Todd & Sara Beth Holman
Steve & Angie Larsen
Larry Schmidtke
Dave Zimmerman

Joe & Lauri Cahoon-Draus
Bill Foster

Rob & Nancy Gleffe
Bill & Kelly Heier

Michael & Kim Mahr
Peggy Miller-Ponschock

Susan Mittelstaedt
Bob & Linda Slaby

November
Pat & Shellie Virtues

December
Jerry & Michelle Cooper

Peggy Bennett
Dennis & Dawn Brouillard
John & Dawn Demeny
Doris Fleck

Julie Kroupa
Sharon Schultz
Betty Stevens
Brian & Anne Virtues

Andy & Barb Dorn
Robin Schmit Dorn

Roger & Cheryl Lambert
Tom & Chris Lemke
Tim & Karie Peters

Tyler Sager
Diana Sefcik

Mark & Barbara Seiltz
Beth Wentz

Thank you to our December 2023 Service Group!



Please let Karie Peters know if you would like to join any Worship
Assistant rotations for upcoming services.

Faithful Servants for January
Worship Assistants are Needed for January Services.

Please see the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.
Sunday
Jan. 7

Sunday
Jan. 14

Sunday
Jan. 21

Sunday
Jan. 28

Sunday
Feb. 4

Acolyte Rayce Kissinger Payton & Easton
Eder

Madison Bloom Grace Wagner Brayden
Possley

Communion
Assistants

Rayce Kissinger
Ginny Burkart
One Needed

Easton Eder
Payton Eder
One Needed

Madison Bloom
Shellie Virtues
One Needed

Grace Wagner
Chris Naze
One Needed

Brayden
Possley
Two Needed

Communion
Steward

Ginny Burkart Lorna Koch Shellie Virtues Chris Naze Helen Malueg

Greeters The Walkowiak
Family

Tim & Karie
Peters Family

The Dunks
Family

Needed John Warren
One Needed

Reader Pamela Krumrei Madison Bloom Kim Dunks Sara Beth
Holman

Desiree
Kozlovsky

Scrip
Volunteers

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Susan
Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Susan
Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Susan
Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Susan
Mittelstaedt

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Susan
Mittelstaedt

Ushers Andy Dorn

John Warren

Tracey &
Pamela
Krumrei

Pat & Shellie
Virtues

Jerry & Michelle
Cooper Family

John Warren

Lorna Koch

Dave
Zimmerman

Steve & Angie
Larsen

Technology
Team

Curt Anschutz
Zach Steber
(training 1)

NEEDED
Rayce
Kissinger NEEDED

Doug Malueg

Welcome
Center

Chris Naze John Warren Nancy
Valentine

Lee Hoeft Eunice Redlin

Offering
Counters

Kelly
Stellmacher*

Julie Eichman

Doug & Jenn*
Cassel

Betty Stevens

Barb Dorn*
Rob & Nancy
Gleffe

Barb Dorn*
Dave & Ginny
Burkart

Kelly
Stellmacher*

Julie Eichman



From the Church Office

Annual Report Submissions are due to the office
ASAP.

Now that the Lighthouse is sent
online, make sure to update your
email with the church so you don’t
miss any of the important
information going out to members.

Please either write your
information on one of the green
cards located in the pews or send
an email to the church office.

Please be sure to send your January Lighthouse submissions to the church office
no later than January 18th.

God Bless!


